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Film fest guide available this weekend 
The most anticipated tome of the year for film buffs hits racks this weekend: the 208-page Vancouver International Film Festival (VIFF) souvenir program is the bible for those looking for a global film experience. 
Available at VIFF venues, at local Book Warehouse and Chapters locations, as well as Global News, the program is a how-to and who's-who of the festival, celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. Back then, when The Ridge Theatre's Leonard Schein applied for a $5,000 federal grant to get the festival rolling, he was told that Canada already had enough film festivals. (Toronto and Montreal beat us to the punch.) "I think over the past 25 years we've proved them wrong," Schein said to applause at last week's VIFF media conference. 
The festival opens Sept. 28 with Pedro Almodovar's Volver and runs until Oct. 13. The VIFF will showcase over 300 documentary, short and feature films, including 110 films in the Canadian Images program. Last year more than 150,000 people attended, and now that movie-lovers have had a year to enjoy the programming at the downtown Vancity Theatre (a VIFF venue), that number is likely to increase. 
If you don't feel like carting the souvenir program around, you'll be pleased to learn about the trial run of Mobile VIFF, which makes the program guide available in iPod, interative voice and mobile phone formats. Download director or actor information, movie stills and show times, or vote for your favourite film, all from your cell phone or mobile device. Check out www.viff.org/mobile for more information. 
Some of the hottest tickets in town aren't for the films themselves, but workshops conducted by leaders in the industry. This year's Film and Television Forum takes place Sept. 27-30 and features guest speakers Alexandra Cunningham, Desperate Housewives writer and supervising producer; The Simpsons' Joel Cohen, who hosts a comedy writing master class; Jason Reitman, writer/director of this year's hilarious Thank You For Smoking; Academy award-winning director Kevin Macdonald; Bill Vince of Infinity Features, as well as director Jeremy Podeswa (Six Feet Under, Rome), actor Sarah Polley and many others. 
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