Cell Phone Tours Hit the Northwest
 
 By Iris Sanderson Jones
 
 Picture this.  You are in a museum or on a guided tour in Vancouver, Tacoma, Hong Kong, New York City or Philadelphia.  You hear those familiar words, usually delivered in a stern voice: “ Please turn off your call phone.”
 Good news. A new tourism trend is urging you to turn your cell phone on, so that you can access the information you want about a museum painting, an outdoor sculpture or a tourist site.  Cell phone tours began in sites as diverse as Hong Kong, New York and Toronto, but they are spreading fast.  
 Two Northwest opportunities are available to Whatcom County day trippers, one in Vancouver, B.C., and the other in Tacoma.  More are on the way.
 The basic principle of a cell phone tour is the same everywhere, although the format may change. You are given access to a cell phone number. You dial it and follow audio directions, sometimes given by a famous voice, to start a city tour or just to learn about a single attraction.  Some of the new companies organizing these tours charge a small fee.  Others are free.
 Head north to Vancouver B.C. for a free cell phone tour of the Vancouver Sculpture Biennale, available through April 2007.  You will find 23 major outdoor sculptures, representing 11 nations, along bike and walking paths and  urban plazas that are scattered around the downtown waterfront .
 Each sculpture has a plaque on it, with a local cell phone number  and a three-digit code.  Dial the free number, enter the three-digit code and you will hear a cheerful voice giving a humorous and interesting description of the art work you are looking at.
 If you plan ahead by picking up a brochure from any tourism desk, or by clicking on www.vancouverbiennale.com <http://www.vancouverbiennale.com> , you can see photographs of the sculptures, the name of the sculptors and their location before you go.  Click on Metrocode.net for information from the cell phone company that organized the exhibits.
 If you’d rather just drive, admire the sculpture and stop at will, take Highway 99 north into the city. You’ll find “Dogfish Woman, Bear Mother” by famous First Nation sculptor Bill Reid, on Granville Island. Or turn left off Granville on 16th  Avenue  and right on Burrard. Follow signs left to Vanier Park and Kitsilano Beach, where you can park and walk to four sculptures.
 Continue across Burrard Bridge, take Pacific St. West and  you will be following English Bay. Find a parking meter and check out the five sculptures that follow the coast north a mile to Sunset Beach.  There are another half dozen art works 8-10 blocks north on Coal Harbor; take Burrard north   to Cordera, turn left and you will see the sculptures  against the shoreline to your right.
 If you happen to travel south this month, you can have an entirely different cell phone tour experience in Tacoma.  Tacoma Art Museum has launched Washington’s first cell phone walking tour, called “Ear  For Art: Chihuly Glass Cell Phone Walking Tour.”
 You can access it any time of day or night, and from anywhere in the country, by dialing (888) 411-4220.  You will hear a narrator, sometimes Chihuly himself, talk about installations at the Tacoma Art Museum, Union Station, Chihuly Bridge of Glass, the University of Washington Tacoma Library and The Swiss Pub.
 Stop and listen to the basic information at each site or dial further to hear more about the installations and artworks you are viewing.  A pod cast version of the tours is also available.
 A variety of these cell phone tours are available world wide, with more coming on line every day. You’ll pay $6 for Talking Street Tours of  New York City, including the Lower East Side, Lower Manhattan and the World Trade Center site. Their Constitutional Walking Tour of Philadelphia costs  99 cents for s single stop or $9.95 per user for up to 10 sites, available for a week.
 
 Don’t forget to add  regular telephone charges for your own cell-phone.
