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HEADLINE: 'Singing posters' promote opera: To hear excerpts, you need a

cellphone and a minute

BYLINE: Lloyd Dykk, Vancouver Sun

Now you can, as Vancouver Opera puts it, dial a diva.

Just in time for its upcoming production of Puccini's Tosca, opening on

April 21, VO has plastered the buses, transit shelters and shops of the city

with not just posters but "singing posters." About 1,200 of them have been

put up all over town.

All you need to hear recorded excerpts and some plot information from the

opera is a cellphone and the price of a one-minute call. (A land line will

work as well.)

In a venture worked out with metroCode, Tosca posters display the number to

call, 604-638-2661. Dialing it will lead to a code that you're then

instructed to punch in. The first code is 0027. There are nine campaign

episodes.

To hear other episodes, you have to hunt down other codes on other posters

around the city. VO will also be hiding the codes in its website,

www.vancouveropera.ca.

In the first of the series, CBC newscaster Gloria Macarenko gives a brief

rundown of the plot ("Rome, 1800. A political prisoner has escaped

from..."). Then you hear a few crashing orchestral chords, followed by some

glorious singing from the tenor playing the imprisoned political idealist,

Mario.

VO marketing manager Sue Lavitt says that the only other place she knows of

to use a similar idea is the sculpture biennale in Vancouver.

She adds that the decision whether to keep the idea going depends on how

well it works with Tosca. Lavitt thinks it's a great idea.

As she points out: "It's hard to use just visuals in selling opera. Opera is

so much more than visual."
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Colour Photo: The streets, buses and shops of Vancouver are alive with the

sounds of Puccini's Tosca, other operas may follow.

