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Frustrated university students take bus schedule matter into own hands 

By Robert Mangelsdorf-Contributing writer 

With the electronic bus arrival boards along Granville out of commission and TransLink's phone-based schedule information infuriatingly difficult to use, finding out when your next bus comes can seem impossible. 

So John Boxall and Igor Faletski decided to do something about it. 

The two SFU computer science undergrads, both 22-years-old, developed a free program that lets you find out when your next bus is coming-no matter what bus stop you may be at-with a simple text message from your cellphone. 

The service, called MyBus, was created not as a school project or a commercial venture but as a solution to a common problem the two students had. 

"We were always missing our buses. So we just said, 'Hey, how can we solve this?'" Boxall said. "We just wanted to provide a free service to the people of Vancouver who have to take the bus every day, just like us." 

The program took Boxall and Faletski two weeks to research and design and another week to code. The key to the program is the five-digit number assigned to every Vancouver bus stop, found on the lower left-hand or upper right-hand corner of the bus stop sign. Boxall and Faletski mapped out the bus stops and calculated the time in between them, and then cross-referenced them with the appropriate bus schedules. 

Using the text message function of their cellphone, transit riders punch in the number 33 and the five-digit bus stop number to 687322. They get a text message back telling them what buses are scheduled to arrive at that bus stop and when. 

"Text messaging is a great system because it's really simple to use, a lot of people understand it and it can provide any basic information to your cellphone anytime, anywhere," Boxall said. 

However, because the cost of maintaining the system is more than the two students can afford at $1,000 per month and seven cents per text message, Boxall and Faletski discontinued the service March 24. 

They hope TransLink, or anyone else for that matter, will take over the service, which they would hand over for free. They say the system they created would normally cost close to $10,000 to design. 

While TransLink spokesperson Ken Hardie said TransLink is working on a new $35-million GPS system to provide real-time updates for bus travellers, the MyBus system of scheduled bus information could find a role. 

"We haven't had much time to follow up with them, so we have to see if their system can work to the extent that it provides something useful that we could support," he said. 

"It's a very ingenious system they've designed." 

For more information, go to www.mytxt.ca. 
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